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THE SmIlE SaYS IT all: a jubilant lauren Peffers waves to the crowd as she collects her silver medal for the 400m. She narrowly lost 
out on the Gold to Belarusian Tsiarentsyeva by less than a second. (Photo: Courtesy of UK Deaf Sport)

By Gemma Davidson

Her rADIANT smile really does say it 
all.

Beaming Lauren Peffers, 21, glows 
with pride as she picks up her silver 
medal for the Women’s 400m event in 
Taipei.

After months of training and tire-
less fundraising to even make it to the 
games, it seems that the hard work 
has finally paid off for Peffers.

But she is not alone in her suc-
cess, as newcomer Hannah Fitton, 16, 
grabbed an incredible double bronze 
haul for her efforts in the swimming 
pool.

elsewhere the Men and Women’s 
Football teams were off to a great 
start, taking on stiff competition from 
the likes of Japan, the USA and rus-
sia.

The Badminton team were wishing 
for glory as rajeev Bagga worked to 
safeguard his sixth consecutive gold 
medal, a world-record in Deaflympics 
history.

Bagga also made the team proud by 
being selected as the final athlete to 
carry the Olympic torch into the Taipei 
Staidum in front of a packed house.

Tennis champion Anthony Sinclair 
has been setting the courts alight in 
thrilling Singles and Mixed Doubles 
matches with his partner Cathy Gra-
ham. Disappointingly, Lewis Fletcher 
and Darren O’Donnell crashed out of 
the games at the semi-finals stage, 
but still did very well to get that far.

Meanwhile, 4000 miles away in the 
UK, in would seem that the main-
stream media are STILL not interested 
in our athletes’ success at the games.

At the time of going to press, Hear-
ing Times is the ONLY newspaper that 
has given the games any coverage.

And what is more disappointing is 
the fact that no major sponsors have 
stepped forward to lend their support 
to Team GB.

The 80-strong team jetted off to Tai-
pei in August having received no gov-
ernment funding for their efforts, and 
were forced to waste valuable training 
time raising funds for the trip.

For full coverage of the games, turn 
to page 16 now.



It’s not everyday that you win a 
medal at an international sporting 
event.

But for some young athletes this 
month, that dream is being turned 
into a reality.

over 80 British competitors 
flew out to take part in this year’s 
Deaflympic Summer Games in 
taipei, taiwan, and already we 
are getting news back of some 
sensational victories.

Lauren Peffers has once again 
smashed another record for the 
400m, Rageev Bagga looks set to 
secure his sixth consecutive gold 
medal in badminton, and newcomer 
Hannah Fitton is making a splash 
by claiming two bronze medals in 
swimming.

this is fantastic news, and we 
should all feel very proud of our 
athletes for pushing themselves to 
the limits and proving that a hearing 
loss cannot hold you back.

Turn to the back page for coverage 
of the games as go to print, and 
check back next month for a 
full round-up of results, photos, 
interviews and more!

this month is a very special month 
for Hearing times as we celebrate 
our first birthday! In today’s current 
climate it is quite amazing that 
such a small, niche publication has 
managed to weather the storm, but 
we have held on and a lot of that is 
down to you: the readers. Without 
your stories, letters, events and 
photos, this newspaper would not be 
in the position it is in today.

We would also like to thank the 
charities and organisations that have 
supported us in one way or another 
this year. Hearing Dogs, Deafness 
Research UK and the nDCs have all 
helped us out immensely, and we 
hope that our charity subscription 
scheme can go some way to paying 
back the favour.

Thank you also to our regular 
contributors: Chris Attewell-Hughes, 
for his brilliant theatre reviews; 
Melissa Mostyn-thomas for her 
thought-provoking arts section; 
William Jeremy for his thoroughly 
entertaining poetry, book reviews 
and travel pieces; Louise Buglass 
for reporting on just about anything 
we ask her to; and Deafinitely 
Girly for providing us with what 
is unquestionably one of the best 
columns around. this newspaper 
really wouldn’t be the same without 
any of you so tHAnK YoU!

A big thanks also goes to the 
behind-the-scenes team who 
manage to keep things running 
smoothly every month.

next month we will be revealing 
the winner of the Audiologist of the 
Year competition as well as the 2009 
hearing Dog of the Year! Don’t miss 
it!

Until then, happy reading!

Gemma Davidson (Editor)

Success at the 
Deaflympics 
and birthday 
cake for HT!
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Readers’ letters
pounding on about 
metric weights
Dear Editor,
From the info given it seems that Baby 
Isobel (Baby Girl for Writer Melissa, 
Issue 9) was about 3.2 kg when born.

I’m wondering if at Hearing Times 
you’ve heard of metric units?

I wish baby Isobel a good metric 
future, and hope she doesn’t have to 
suffer imperial confusion.   
Philip Bladon

Focus on work of 
charities, not sports
Dear Editor,
I feel the fuss you are making about 
the Deaflympics is out of place. I have 
80% hearing loss and also have other 
problems – but they are as nothing 
compared to some. our wounded sol-
diers spring to mind. 

Deaf athletes surely can compete on 
equal terms with the able-bodied. In 
fact, I believe the whole Deaflympics 

Removing barriers 
between hearing  
and deaf children
tHE national Deaf Children’s society 
(NDCS) is launching the UK’s biggest 
ever Fingerspellathon campaign for 
schools across the country.

The campaign aims to break down 
communication barriers between deaf 
and hearing children, while rising vital 
funds for nDCs, the only national 
charity dedicated to creating a world 
without barriers for every deaf child.

since the vast majority of deaf chil-
dren are now taught in mainstream 
schools, it is really important that 
their peers are aware of the issues 
that deaf children can face. More than 
750,000 teachers across the country 
are therefore urged to join in the cam-
paign and register their schools for a 
finger-spelling event. 

teachers will be offered to download 
a Fingerspellathon pack, an online 
teaching resource packed with a 
range of activities for pupils to learn 
to finger-spell a choice of words in 
British Sign Language (BSL) which can 
be easily adopted in a class or for an 
assembly. 

By promoting BsL, the campaign 
also allows teachers to put different 

learning methods in practice including 
kinaesthetic learning. Featuring a  
variety of themed and clearly struc-
tured activities, Fingerspellathon 
favours physical activity especially in 
visually-oriented children and helps 

them improve their spelling and 
problem-solving.  

Recent research supported by Deaf-
ness Cognition and Language (DCAL) 
Research Centre indicates that 
“children who are naturally using their 
hands and body to work out answers 
to problems are closer to solving them 
than children who are not gesturing 
out their thoughts”.

Aishah Zaman, nDCs community 
and events executive, says: “As well as 
being great fun, the nDCs Fingerspel-
lathon is a simple way to raise deaf 
awareness in schools, and to enable 
hearing children to learn about British 
sign Language. not only that, but they 
will be raising vital funds for deaf chil-
dren in the UK through sponsorship.”

The NDCS Fingerspellathon pack 
– which includes publicity posters, 
fundraising tips, advice for teaching 
fingerspelling and how to include spel-
lathon activities in lessons – can be 
downloaded after registration at the 
website www.ndcs.org.uk/fingerspell. 

For more information about Finger-
spellathon, please contact Aishah  
Zaman at Aishah.zaman@ndcs.org.uk. 

borders on being an exercise in self-
pity – sorry. 

Reading the schedule of events, it is 
hard to pick out one event where the 
deaf are seriously handicapped vis a 
vis ‘ordinary’ sportspeople. I feel you 
are contributing to ‘charity fatigue’, 
and highlighting perhaps the least 
important thing you cover in your 
publication

In other respects, keep up the good 
work. 
Alastair Drew

pointing the way: the NDCs’s Fingerspellathon brings together hearing and deaf children, now often taught in mainstream education

sunny spell: the campaign raises cash for 
the NDCs as well as awarness of deafness
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‘I felt like a social outcast’ 
reveals goalkeeper Knight
by gemma Davidson

A FOOTBALLING legend has spoken for 
the first time of his struggle to hear 
properly.

Alan Knight MBE, 47, who made 
a record-breaking 801 appearances 
as goalkeeper for Portsmouth FC, 
told Hearing Times he wants to help 
encourage men to get their hearing 
checked.

 “I started to find myself withdraw-
ing from social circles and conversa-
tions because I was missing what was 
being said,” Alan told us.

“I was laughing at jokes that I didn’t 
even understand because I missed the 
punchline. My friends and family were 
getting frustrated with me continu-
ously saying ‘pardon?’ or asking them 
to repeat themselves, and I became a 
bit of an outcast.”

“That’s when I knew I had to do 
something about my hearing,” he 
explained.

Alan has experienced hearing loss 
for nearly four years, and was previ-
ously fitted with standard NHS de-
vices, which he admits he didn’t get 
on with.  He went to see Ann McLeod, 
an Amplifon registered hearing aid 
dispenser, in Portsmouth, and his life 
was transformed.

Don’t be afraid: legend alan Knight mbe is encouraging men to check their hearing

Cubex invites readers 
to test new equipment
HEArINg Times readers are being 
invited to a very special event to test 
drive some state-of-the-art equipment 
before anyone else.

Cubex, an independent hearing aid 
consultancy, is inviting everyone with 
a hearing loss to a special event in 
London on the 24th September.

The event will aim to raise aware-
ness of the difficulties associated 
with hearing loss and to demonstrate 
strategies available to improve com-
munication.

For the first time in the UK, Cubex 
will be introducing an exciting new 
program that aims to increase pa-
tients’ hearing abilities by 45%. 

The Listening And Communications 
Enhancement (LACE) programme is 
already used by thousands of hearing 
impaired people across the USA and 
has proved very successful.

Lorna Frost, resident LACE expert, 
co-ordinator and hearing aid consul-
tant, will be on-hand to demonstrate 
the new software to anyone who 
wishes to try it out.

Visitors will also be able to attend 
educational seminars with internation-
al speakers, with presentations focus-
ing on hearing and listening; human 
dynamics and hearing loss; as well as 
a special talk on a hearing care project 
in Nepal.

Attendees will also be treated to an 

exclsuive preview of the new Ponto - a 
revolutionary bone anchored hearing 
system.

Entertainment will be provided by 
a flute and strings quartet, drinks, 
canapés and a prize draw to win a free 
Hearing Aid Compatible mobile phone.

J.T, a client of Cubex for over 20 
years, says that the quality of care on 
offer is uncontested.

“Cubex offers its clients benefits that 
go beyond hearing instrument technol-
ogy. Through their complete reha-
bilitation programme the client is not 
only ensured of a significant improve-
ment in hearing, but also a significant 
enhancement to listening and speech 
recognition skills, enabling a confident 
return to an active daily life.”

The event will be held at the Chan-
dos House (The royal Society of Medi-
cine), 2 Queen Anne Street, London, 
W1g 9LQ, on the 24th September 
2009.

Spaces are limited, so please re-
serve your place now by calling 0333 
123 2000* or email customerser-
vice@cubex.co.uk before September 
20th. (* Calls from any network will 
cost no more than those to 01 or 02 
numbers and also count as part of any 
bundled minutes).

editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk

“Through a friend of a friend I got 
to hear about Amplifon, and I got a 
chance to go along and try out some 
equipment, and they really have made 
a hell of a difference,” Alan said.

“It was literally like I could hear 
again!”

Alan was diagnosed with having se-
vere flat sensory loss in his left ear but 
also a high frequency sensory neural 
loss in his right ear, and now wears 
hearing aids in both ears.

He is now working with Amplifon to 
encourage people to get their hear-
ing checked more regularly, especially 
young men.

“I thought rather than go for help 
I would just do the macho thing and 
just carry on as best I could. However, 
I ended up feeling isolated and would 
intentionally position myself out of the 
way at social gatherings which just 
made things worse.

“getting your hearing tested is as 

easy as getting your eyes checked, 
and people have no qualms about do-
ing that.”

“The difference the hearing aids 
have made to my life is incredible. I’m 
hearing sounds that I had forgotten 
about, like the clip-clop of people’s 
heels as they walk, the banging of 
pots and pans in the other room, and 
even the sound of bird’s singing. Now 
I want to help break down any per-
ceived stigma men have about wear-
ing hearing aids and reduce the initial 
denial of the kind I experienced.”

recent qualitative research by 
Amplifon found men are more likely 
than women to be in denial about their 
hearing loss. Furthermore, men are 
less likely than their female counter-
parts to suggest friends and family 
should have their hearing tested.

Steve Fleming, Amplifon UK CEO, 
added, “I am delighted that Alan has 
finally received successful professional 
help and due to the advice and service 
he received at our Portsmouth branch 
has agreed to help us promote hearing 
health in men.

“Many men, not only in Portsmouth 
but across the country, will associate 
with Alan and hopefully his story will 
encourage others to take action if they 
are noticing hearing loss.”
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If you would like a home safety assessment or more information, 
please contact:
Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service HQ, Community Safety, Winsford, Cheshire 
CW7 2FQ Phone: 01606 868465.  
Email: Melanie.Pitts@cheshirefire.gov.uk 
Deafness Support Network, 144 London Road, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 5HH 
Phone: 01606 47831. Minicom: 01606 350823 Fax: 01606 49456
If you do not live in the Cheshire area, please contact your local fire 
authority for more information on services in your area.

Fire safety for the deaf 
highlighted in new DVD
FiRe safety was the name of the game 
in July as the staff and crew of a fire 
station teamed up with a large char-
ity to raise awareness within the deaf 
community.

Lowering the risk: mp for Crewe and Nantwich, edward timpson, third from left, joins key 
partners at the DVD launch celebration (photo: Courtesy of Cheshire Fire and rescue)

Crewe Fire station threw open their 
doors on the 17 July to welcome mem-
bers of the public and press in to have 
a look around their facilities and test-
drive a new DVD service aimed specifi-
cally at people with hearing loss.

The launch came less than two week 

after an elderly man from Shoreham 
was alerted to a blaze in his house by 
his vibrating alarm.

64-year old Brian Whitman had been 
the victim of an arson attack on the 
evening of the 4 July, but was able to 
douse the flames with water thanks to 
his special alarm, which had been fitted 
for free by West Sussex County Coun-
cil.

Mr Whitman was later taken to hos-
pital suffering smoke inhalation, but a 
spokesperson said the situation could 
have been a lot worse.

Investigating officer Gary Townsend 
said they were treating the incident as 
arson. 

“It would appear at this stage of the 
investigation that something was put 
through the letter box. We are look-
ing at an arson attack on a 64-year-old 
male with hearing problems. 

“Thankfully something we call a fire 
angel was installed last July under his 
pillow. 

“He actually put the fire out himself 
but only because he was woken up by 
the pad,” he added.

Local charity Deafness Support Net-
work were also in attendance with Mark 
Ward, the Chief Executive, praising the 

initiative.
“I think this DVD is a great idea and 

we are really happy with the partner-
ship we have built with Cheshire Fire 
and Rescue,” he told Hearing Times.

“The DVD is especially important be-
cause people with hearing loss are of-
ten overlooked when it comes to fire 
safety. I hope that this DVD goes some 
way in increasing fire awareness within 
the deaf community.”

Steve McGuirk, the Chief Executive of 
Cheshire Fire and Rescue, told Hearing 
Times that a lot of thought and prepa-
ration had gone into the DVD.

“We didn’t want the DVD to seem pa-
tronising at all, so we asked the Deaf 
community for their input and what they 
wanted to see. We recruited a Deaf ad-
vocate who liaised with the community 
and it has proved very successful.

The interactive DVD, which was made 
in association with smoke alarm com-
pany Fire Angel, contains helpful advice 
about how to prevent fires in the home, 
but also what to do if a fire is discov-
ered, and is given out for free when a 
fire safety assessment is completed.

For more information on Fire Angel 
visit www.fireangel.co.uk.

by gemma Davidson

Photography contest 
winner is announced
AmATeuR and professional photogra-
phers alike have been busy snapping 
their cameras around the county, for 
their chance to enter a unique photog-
raphy competition.

The brainchild of local hearing care 
specialists, The Hearing Care Centre, 
the contest asked for photographs to 
capture sounds that hard of hearing 
people may not otherwise hear. 

The competition caught the imagi-
nation of local people, with nearly 100 
entries received for the adult category 
alone.

The judging for the competition took 
place at The Hearing Care Centre’s 
headquarters in High Street, Ipswich, 
and there was much deliberation be-
cause of the wealth of entries.

The competition featured a top-
judging panel, including BBC Look 
East’s Julie Reinger, Vice-President of 
Ipswich & District Photographic So-
ciety, Barry Freeman, Photographic 
Editor for the East Anglian Daily Times 
newspaper, Andy Abbott, and Manag-
ing Director of The Hearing Care Cen-

tre, Karen Finch.
After much consideration the top 3 

entries were chosen from the category 
for adults. First place went to Roy Ward, 
from Stowmarket, winning £250; sec-
ond place went to Susane Lees, from 
Leiston, taking home £150; and third 
place went to Matthew Clarke from Ip-
swich, who won £100. In the children’s 
category Laura Wilding, from Holbrook, 
was chosen as entering the best pho-
tograph, also winning a cash prize of 
£100. 

Karen Finch, Managing Director of 
The Hearing Care Centre said, “We 
have been overwhelmed with the re-
sponse we received to our competition. 
As it was something a bit different, you 
never know how it might go, but all the 
entries we received were fantastic.”

If through this we have raised aware-
ness about hearing loss, and even one 
person does something about that 
hearing loss as a result, then we will be 
more than happy,” Karen said.

The winning entries can be found on 
our website www.hearingtimes.co.uk
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When services for deaf people are 
bad, I rant! 

I rant until I’m blue in the face and 
people are begging me to shut up.

But when services for deaf people 
are good, I rave! And that is pre-
cisely what I am going to do this 
month, and my subject is the Tower 
of London!

Onion Soup Mate came to visit in 
the first weekend of August, and be-
cause she grew up so far away from 
the Big Smoke – in the Wild West 
um… Country – she’s never done any 
of the touristy things here, so that 
was what she wanted to do and we 
chose the Tower of London.

now, Onion Soup Mate is amaz-
ing when it comes to my deafness 
– she’s always checking to see what 
services are available for me. She did 
exactly that at the Tower of London 
ticket office where there was infor-
mation about guided tours, to see 
if there was a transcript available of 
what was said.

The lovely lady behind the coun-
ter informed her that there were for 
some tours, but not for the main 
ones with the Yeoman Warder or 
around The White Tower (the big 
castle-y looking thing in the middle), 
so Onion Soup Mate asked if I could 
have a concessionary ticket. 

‘Certainly,’ said the lady behind the 
counter. ‘And that means you get in 
for free as her carer,’ she added to 
Onion Soup Mate with a smile.

how utterly fantastic was this? But 
it didn’t stop there! On every tour 
that didn’t have a transcript, Onion 
Soup Mate spoke to the guide and 
informed them of my deafness. So, 
at every stop around the grounds, I 
was ushered through the throngs of 
rucksack-wearing tourists to stand 
at the front so I could lipread. It was 
splendid, and the staff really couldn’t 
have been more helpful if they’d 
tried.

But what I also realised from all 
this, is that when I am given these 
opportunities and my life is made 
easier like this, I actually enjoy the 
experience so much more. normally 
on tours, I get so bored I end up 
sleepwalking, but on the Yeoman 
Warder’s tour, I absorbed everything 
he told us – from the fact that Anne 
Boleyn’s headless corpse is buried in 
front of the altar in the chapel to the 
fact there are two extra ravens kept, 
just in case something happens to 
any of them.

This experience has given me a 
renewed hope and I’m thinking about 
enrolling in a history course of some 
sort! I wonder if the Tower of London 
run one...
n Catch up with Deafinitely Girly at 
www.deafinitelygirly.com

An (assisted) 
tour through 
English history

Deaf children left 
behind in school
by gemma Davidson

A SHOCKING report published by a 
national children’s charity shows that 
deaf children are falling behind their 
hearing peers at school.

The national Deaf Children’s Society 
(NDCS) published Government figures 
in June that show deaf children’s GCSE 
results continue to lag behind those of 
all children, and may even be falling 
further behind.

The figures, which focus on Key 
Stage 4 data for 2008, reveal that just 
28% of deaf children achieved five 
GCSEs at grades A* to C (including 
English and Maths), compared to the 
national average of 48%.

The reports come as children across 
the country return to school.

A spokesperson for NDCS said the 
figures in the report are especially wor-
rying as the situation seems to be get-
ting worse.

“nDCS has issued a press release 
highlighting our serious concerns over 
what the data shows. Given that deaf-
ness is not a learning disability, we 
do not believe there should be any 
achievement gap. 

“The press release recognises the 
hard work of teachers and other spe-
cialist staff in supporting deaf children 
and calls on local authorities to provide 
more funding and resources to make 
sure that all deaf children are able to 
fulfil their potential.”

NDCS have pledged to use the figures 
to continue their ‘Close the Gap’ cam-
paign for action to ensure that all deaf 
children are able to fulfil their potential 
in school.

The campaign follows the charity’s 
2008 report ‘Must do Better!’ which set 
out urgent recommendations for the 
Government to act on.

The charity is also urging members 
of the public to contact their local MP to 
get their support for the ‘Sounds Good?’ 
campaign, which aims to ensure every 
child is able to listen and learn effec-
tively in the classroom.

Tony Shaw, Principal of Mary hare 
school said that with the proper 
encouragement, hearing impaired chil-
dren can have the same educational 
aspirations as their hearing peers.

“Since the government has produced 
statistics on the performance of deaf 
pupils in mainstream schools at GCSE 
level, we have been disappointed to 
see the low levels of achievement. 

“We are convinced that profoundly 
and severely deaf young people can 
achieve as much as their hearing 
peers – which is borne out by the re-
sults achieved by the children at Mary 
hare School.  

Below are three people’s accounts of 
the education system for deaf chil-
dren: a Mum and two former students. 
Let us know what you think about the 
report by emailing editorial@hearing-
times.co.uk.

When I was six, no one knew I was starting to go deaf, 
least of all me. I loved school and was top of my class – in 
everything. When I was eight, I moved schools. I began to 
struggle, and when I failed my French listening exam, I was 
told off.

At 10, my deafness was discovered and I was given 
hearing aids. It was humiliating having my teacher check if 
I was wearing them. And then, from the age of 14 to 16, I 
went a lot deafer. Suddenly, I had no clue what was going on 
in class. I didn’t know I should ask for help – I’m not even 
sure I knew it was my deafness causing the problem; I just 
knew I wasn’t top of the class anymore.

So, I sat 12 GCSEs, with my French listening exam being 
read to me so I could lipread. I remember trying to revise 
and looking, in panic, at the huge gaps in my lesson notes. 

By some miracle I got 2 As, 6 Bs, a C and a D and, 
amazingly, 100% in my French listening exam but, in just 
five years, I’d gone from excelling in everything to struggling 
to do well, and I didn’t like it.

I was ‘statemented’ by the council during my A-levels to 
see what help I needed. I was given The Notetaker. She was 
lovely, but she didn’t really fix anything. Sure, she came to 
my English, History, RE and General Studies lessons and 
took notes. But I still sat there, lipreading for 70 minutes, 
getting exhausted, before trudging on to the next lesson, 
with no clue what had just happened. 

On results day when I got C, D, E, I was mortified. I 
struggled to see the connection between the achievements 
of my past with the failure I now felt.

But then, an incredible teacher suggested I go back to 
school for one year. I retook English and completed History 
A-level with his guidance – he spent lunch hours and study 
periods talking me through my notes, teaching me.

That year helped me come to terms with the fact that my 
grades no longer reflected my intelligence. Sure, the 3 Cs I 
eventually achieved got me into university but then, I forgot 
about them. I was able to study what I really wanted – 
English literature and writing – with the one-to-one tutorials 
that come as standard at uni, and I began to excel again.

I’m not really surprised by the latest NDCS figures showing 
that deaf students are falling behind in their GCSEs, but 
it’s frustrating because deafness shouldn’t affect what you 
achieve at school. 

editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk

Deafinitely Girly, Hearing Times columnist

It makes me cross that deaf pupils don’t do as well as hearing 
pupils with their GCSEs.  The school system is not fair to us 
and I empathise with how deaf pupils feel.  We are just as 
intelligent, but not many mainstream schools make it easy 
for us to learn at the same pace as hearing students.

We can’t hear well, classrooms are noisy and acoustics 
are bad. It gets very tiring having to concentrate so hard 
all day and if you just miss two or three important words 
that the teacher says you are completely lost.  People then 
think that we are stupid. But that’s not right.  If information 
is given to us properly and we have really good teachers 
and equipment to help us understand then we can do just 
as well as hearing students.  That’s the reason that pupils 
at Mary hare get such good exam results.  everything is set 
up for the best way to help deaf pupils.  But why can’t it be 
like that in mainstream schools  -  it would help the hearing 
pupils too.  

I think all teachers who have any deaf pupils in their class 
should do deaf awareness classes and all schools should 
have soundfield systems which help the hearing pupils too.

Alex Kemp, deaf student

I think that hearing impaired students do, on the whole, not 
achieve as well as they would do if they were hearing, but 
this is due to their lack of audible access to language and 
everything associated to it as opposed to not achieving due 
to the school’s inability to deliver.

My son would attain far greater levels if he were hearing. 
he is clearly intelligent, but misses out on snippets heard by 
others, tenses of verbs, etc and he is one of the more able.

he attends a unit within  a mainstream school which was 
the correct placement for him in order to socialise with 
hearing students. he has almost 100% support without 
which he would not succeed.

I am not surprised at the figures but I think too much blame 
is put on the schools as opposed to the natural low ability 
of the student (deaf or hearing) or their level of hearing. 
It is harder for them to achieve because they do not have 
full access to the curriculum, as hard as schools may try. 
Subtitles on videos, etc for example are often missing due 
to the age of the resource which had not been updated. This 
immediately puts the deaf student, through no fault of their 
own, at an incredible disadvantage.

Ceiri Van Haeften, mother of a deaf child
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Top audiology prize 
set to be announced
by gemma Davidson

A nAtionAl competition to recognize 
the cream of the crop in Britain’s  
audiology sector is well underway, 
with the results due to be announced 
this month. 

the Rayovac Audiologist of the Year 
Award was set up in 2008 to honour 
audiologists who go above and beyond 
the normal realms of customer care.

the winner of last year’s UK award 
went to lisa Binns-Smith, from Apper-
ley Bridge, Bradford, who said that the 
award was “a great surprise”.

lisa told Hearing Times she was 
nominated by a client, Dawn King, 
who is a practice nurse who credits 
lisa with transforming her professional 
and social life.

“i was greatly surprised, as i was 
on maternity leave and i did not know 
that i had been nominated,” lisa said.

“So once the shock had sunk in, 
i was over the moon, but also very 
tearful due to hormone levels!” she 
added.

lisa got into audiology after under-
taking a pre-nursing course at her 
local college and spending six weeks 
on a work placement at St James’s 

Hospital, leeds, where she discovered 
her passion for the profession. But 
she hints that her family business may 
have had something to do with her 
career choice.

“From a very young age, i would 

help in the family business, which is 
dispensing hearing aids. My father 
is still a dispenser and celebrates 40 
years in the profession next year,” lisa 
said.

Paula Brinson-Pyke, marketing man-
ager at Rayovac in the UK, said: “the 
competition has been a big success 
and highlighted the excellent work be-
ing carried out by audiologists around 
the country.

“Audiologists can make a massive 
difference to the lives of their patients. 
Audiologist of the Year has illustrated 
the strong bonds that exist and under-
lines the importance of good hearing 
and good hearing care.” 

the nominations for this year’s 
competition are now closed, and the 
winners will be announced from 18 
September.

the winners, one from each of the 
seven participating countries, will 
receive a trophy and a framed cer-
tificate. They will also be put forward 
for the European Audiologist of the 
Year Award, where they could win the 
coveted European title and be pre-
sented at the 2009 Union of Hearing 
Aid Acousticians Congress in Germany 
in october.

Last year’s winner: Lisa binns-smith at the 
2008 audiologist of the Year presentation

Deaf people 
are still being 
given a raw 
deal by NHS 
nEw analysis of the 2009 GP Patient 
Survey shows significant failures in the 
way Primary Care attempts to cater to 
Deaf people. 

Produced by SignHealth, the health-
care charity for deaf people, the report 
highlights deaf people’s increased 
dissatisfaction with GPs, and is pro-
vocatively titled ‘why are you still 
missing me?’ it highlights problems 
with booking appointments and lack of 
interpreters as well as misunderstand-
ings about diagnoses and treatments. 

SignHealth’s report also points out 
that deaf people are a minority group 
with worse general health than their 
hearing peers and the nHS is not ful-
filling its responsibilities to this section 
of the population. 

the survey also revealed that lack of 
time with a GP and feeling that prob-
lems are not taken seriously make 
deaf people unhappy with surgeries.

Steve Powell, chief executive of 
SignHealth, said the survey reinforced 
the view that deafness is still the most 
misunderstood group within health-
care. 

“Deaf people face constant difficulty 
with telephone appointment booking 
systems, verbal prompts when their 
doctor is ready to see them, and rarely 
have a clear understanding of their 
diagnosis and treatment,’ Mr Powell 
said.

“the Government’s own survey 
found 30% of deaf people in the UK 
are unemployed, permanently sick or 
disabled. this is three times higher 
than the general population and clear 
evidence that deaf people have poorer 
general health and wellbeing than 
their hearing peers. This is significant-
ly worse than other minority groups, 
for whom services are adapted to 
meet their needs.” 

SignHealth was committed to high-
lighting these inequalities and bringing 
about improvements in the service 
deaf people receive within healthcare, 
Mr Powell added.

SignHealth has developed Sign-
translate (www.signtranslate.com), a 
web-based program which can provide 
almost immediate online interpreting 
for short-notice and same-day GP  
appointments as well as visits to hos-
pitals’ A&E. the program is currently 
free of charge for GPs in England. 

Nominations 
in for Cochlear 
UK Graeme 
Clark award
A UniqUE award available to nucleus 
cochlear implant (Ci) recipients is now 
closed to further applications.

the Cochlear UK Graeme Clark 
Scholarship 2009 Award, set up to 
support implant recipients when they 
continue further education at an ac-
credited institution, is the perfect 
opportunity for the winner to advance 
their career.

the €6,000 scholarship is open 
every year to UK residents who have 
been implanted with a nucleus Ci at 
a UK centre and want to further their 
education.

named after the Melbourne Univer-
sity professor who pioneered implants, 
the scholarships, will be awarded on 
the basis of academic achievement 
and a commitment to the Cochlear 
ideals of compassion and benevolence.

last year’s winner was Birmingham’s 
Amanprit Johal, whose scholarship 
helped her to continue her BSc degree 
in geography with urban and regional 
planning. Amanprit said: “i’m over 
the moon! the award is above all an 
emotional support, showing that my 
efforts and continuous learning have 
been worth it.”

For details of this year’s winner and 
how you can enter next year, keep 
reading Hearing times!

steve powell, signhealth’s chief executive, 
said deafness was still the most misunder-
stood group within healthcare
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margot bristow says that her  
“affectionate, furry friend” piggle 
is “a great ice-breaker, and always 
gets a conversation started”

Small dog, but big loyalty
Little Piggle’s dutiful behaviour changed owner’s life
A Brighton hearing dog that tells his 
severely deaf owner about household 
sounds including the doorbell, tele-
phone and smoke alarm has just been 
named hearing Dog of the Month by 
the charity that trained him.  

Piggle is an unusual dog, being a 
Chinese Crested Powder Puff, mean-
ing he has hair when regular Chinese 
Crested dogs are generally hairless. 
he was donated to hearing Dogs when 
ten months old and, in February 2005, 
he went to live with Margot Bristow.

Margot (66) is an artist, so her life 
varies from being in the studio to visit-
ing schools. Piggle goes everywhere 
with her, and is a frequent visitor to 
London art galleries where he is happy 
to sit on his blanket while Margot is 
working with deaf and disabled artists. 
Margot says: “When his hearing dog 
coat goes on, Piggle seems to know 
that he is on duty and has to remem-
ber his manners. Equally, he is able to 
enjoy meeting all his dog friends when 
out for walks and off duty.”

in spite of being a small dog, Piggle 
is a great little trooper. one thing 
he is not so keen on though is being 
groomed. Unfortunately for him, his 
beautiful, flowing, silky locks need dai-
ly brushing to stop him from becoming 
a tangled ball of fur! 

Margot lives near both rolling coun-
tryside and the sea. Piggle loves walk-
ing and running, happily trotting along 
for hours, but if it is raining, then it’s 
a different matter. “he is not a lover of 
water,” she laughs. “in fact, he hates 
getting his paws wet, so rainy days 
are not his favourite.”

Margot travels a lot, and of course, 
Piggle accompanies her. “in 2007, we 
travelled together on Eurostar to stay 
with friends in the south of France. he 
took it all in his stride, even crossing 
Paris on the metro.

“When we travel by bus locally or by 
train to London, he will sit quietly by 
my feet. on longer journeys, i take a 
blanket so he can have a snooze, but 
however relaxed he may appear, he is 
always alert to my voice. i only have 

to tell him we’re getting off at the next 
stop, for him to be fully alert. he is in-
credibly obedient and follows instruc-
tions without fail.”

it is not just Piggle’s soundwork that 
has made a difference to Margot, as 
she explains: “Each morning he jumps 
on the bed to alert me to the sound 
of the alarm clock, my affectionate, 
furry friend. he is particularly special, 
as he has enabled me to become more 
confident. People can see when he is 
wearing his hearing dog coat that i 
am deaf, so i don’t have to constantly 
explain my invisible disability.   

“Piggle is a fabulous dog. Walk-
ing back from the woods one day, i 
dropped my keys but was unaware of 
it. he stopped walking and would not 
move until i realised. he also alerted 
me in the house once and led me to 
his food bowl which was in front of the 
water bowl stopping him from getting 
some water!  

“Piggle has changed my life in so 
many ways; not only is he sociable 
and a great companion, he has a very 
cheerful temperament. i am not a 
terribly social being, but he is a great 
ice-breaker, and always gets a conver-
sation started. Piggle is my ears and a 
special hearing dog.” 

hearing Dogs for Deaf People is a 
charity that selects and trains dogs to 
respond to specific sounds. The dogs 
alert deaf people by using a paw to 
gain attention and then lead them 
back to the sound source. For further 
information, contact Jenny Moir by 
phone on 01844 348108 or by email 
at jenny.moir@hearingdogs.org.uk.

Conference draws international speakers

a CharitY’s annual general meeting brought some international flavour to sheffield in september when academics and leading tin-
nitus professionals from around the world turned up to speak for the british tinnitus association. prof. rene Dauman, Dr ewa raglan, Dr 
Veronica Kennedy, tim husband and Dr amr el refaie all spoke at the event, highlighting the progress that has been made in various 
treatments of tinnitus, psychological perceptions of the condition and self-evaluation surveys. the event, on 3 september, saw over 
100 people in attendance to hear the five lectures, as well as receive updates from the charity, the only one of its kind in the UK.

Harris reveals 
to crowd: I’m 
deaf in one ear!
onE oF the country’s hottest 
young singer/producer’s has 
revealed a secret hearing loss at 
one of the biggest festivals of the 
summer.

Calvin harris played a tri-
umphant show at V Festival in 
Chelmsford in August despite tell-
ing the crowd he was “deaf in one 
ear”.

“i can only hear out of this ear, 
it’s an interesting sound,” Calvin 
told the crowd, pointing at his left 
ear “Ladies and gentlemen i am 
deaf in one ear. Deaf in one ear!”

however, he battled through his 
hearing deficiency, playing hits 
such as ‘Acceptable in the 80’s’ 
and later declared that the V Festi-
val crowd were “fantastic”.
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African politics closer to home than first thought

Have you seen a 
memorable performance 

that you would like to 
review for us?

Let us know!

Email 
editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk

All’s Well That 
Ends Well
National Theatre, 
London
Captioned by STAGETEXT
by Chris attewell-hughes

My absolutE pet hate is badly per-
formed shakespeare. When the intona-
tion isn’t perfect or the stress on words 
is haphazard and without logic, I tire 
easily. I find myself rolling my eyes at 
the very idea that the actors haven’t 
bothered to learn the meaning of their 
lines. 

thanks to a superb cast and some 
brilliant direction, however, Marianne 
Elliott’s resurrection of all’s Well that 
Ends Well doesn’t disappoint.

Coupled with a fairytale theme, El-
liot’s revival can only be described 
as pure magic. Complete with gothic 
turrets, howling wolves, an eccentric 
wardrobe, even if the acting was poor, 
there’s still a visual feast to be had.

Perfectly cast as bertram, George 
Rainsford is remarkably handsome. He 
knows he’s better than average look-
ing and as a result hasn’t bothered to 
cultivate the grey matter between his 
ears. It then seems unusual that Hel-
ena (Michelle Terry) should find him so 
alluring when she herself is meant to 
be so intelligent.

With a prescription from her late fa-
ther, Helena cures the dramatically ill 
King who promises any man in the land 
to her. to his rather hilarious astonish-
ment and indignation, bertram is cho-

sen. Helena is a maid while he is ar-
istocracy and the thought of marrying 
beneath himself is unbearable. 

With his passion for fantasising about 
bloody battles, bertram resolves to 
run away to join the army with his un-
ashamedly vain accomplice, Parolles 
(Conleth Hill). His companion’s vanity 

is only fully realised when he believes 
himself to be captured by the enemy 
whereby he reveals his army’s entire 
plans in order to save his own beloved 
neck. 

It’s realisations like this that gov-
ern Elliott’s production; the ultimate 
realisation being that of bertram’s la-

It Hasn’t 
Happened Yet
Soho Theatre, London
Captioned in-house

by Chris attewell-hughes

ic, she finds adversity at every turn. 
she’s in a wheelchair and she’s making 
jokes about it. should we laugh? she’s 
talking about her sexuality like it’s fun-
ny. Is it definitely okay to laugh? 

an old lecturer of alex’s reckons it 
definitely isn’t okay. Rather than let-
ting her make fun of ‘the afflicted’ he 
demands she come up with ten jokes 
about fish…because he thinks she looks 
like one. If his intent wasn’t to insult 
her then he fails miserably. 

this is only a taste of some of the bi-
zarre reactions alex is about to receive 
from various individuals in the comedy 
industry. It’s a harrowing insight into 
the way people with disabilities are of-
ten treated. this, it seems is just the 
sort of reaction alex thrives on. It gives 
her the chance to break through the 

When the Rain 
Stops Falling
Almeida Theatre, 
London
Captioned in-house
by Chris attewell-hughes

I’M In two minds about When the 
Rain stops Falling. Essentially it’s a 
well-written play with clever twists 
and turns. However, like the fish soup, 
which every character is subjected to, 
it is an acquired taste.

We start out in the future. the year 
is 2039. america has fallen, the world 
is flooding, and fish have been hunted 
to extinction. Gabriel york (Richard 
Hope) is panicking having accidently 
invited his estranged son for lunch. 
Just as it gets too much for Gabriel to 
cope with, a fish falls out of the sky. 
Thus begins the trend for fish soup.

the play zips between time peri-
ods and interlinks the happenings of 
Gabriel’s ancestry. In 1959 Gabriel’s 
grandmother Elizabeth law (Phoebe 
nicholls) is struggling to cope with the 

monotony that ensues as she takes up 
her role of housewife and mother. Her 
husband Henry york (Jonathan Cullen) 
shows little compassion and is more 
concerned for his son’s well-being. 
Later we find that Henry is actually a 
paedophile with a large collection child 
porn that he was acquired over the 
years. some are even of his son. un-
able to forgive him, Elizabeth demands 
he leave for australia.

the remainder of the time periods 
concern Henry’s son Gabriel law (tom 
Mison) and his search for his father. 
Finding himself in the Coorong in 
australia, Gabriel meets Gabrielle york 
(naomi bentley) who he falls in love 
with. We later find out that Gabriel’s 
father possibly abducted and mur-
dered Gabrielle’s younger brother.

the script is good and the acting 
superb. the scandals and dramas are 
intertwined beautifully. but even so, 
When the Rain stops Falling still lacks 
the wow factor and the climax of the 
play leaves you feeling unsatisfied and 
sadly without fulfillment.

DIRECtoR liz Carr is disabled. as she 
might put it, she’s a cripple. Perhaps 
her lax use of the English language is 
simply a way of covering up her inse-
curities? but I seriously doubt it. If it is 
then it’s an incredibly convincing act.

Her play, It Hasn’t Happened yet, fol-
lows alex saunders. as a disabled com-

tent maturity.  after being tricked by 
the cunning Helena into impregnating 
her and giving away his father’s ring, 
Bertram realises he has finally met his 
match. In a final scene that illustrates 
Rainsford’s comic athleticism, bertram 
concedes and brings about the happi-
est of endings.
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(right) cast perfectly as bertram

The Observer
National Theatre, 
London
Captioned in-house

set in an unknown West african 
country, the observer tells the story of 
an observation team sent to overlook 
said country’s first democratic election. 
My first thoughts were that this might 

be some propaganda piece outlining 
the injustices of foreign governments. 
I was then surprised to find that it says 
more about us than it does them.

the observation team consists of 
five individuals. There’s Henrik (Peter 
Forbes), the new head of the team who 

does little to help out and spends most 
of his time schmoozing at high-priced 
events. then there’s tony (leo bill) and 
Edi (Isabel Pollen) who can’t seem to 
agree on anything and get very irate in 
the process. also there’s Daniel (Chuk 
Iwuji), the groups’ translator, a jovial, 
local chap who just wants to see his 
country prosper. and lastly there’s the 
star of the show, Fiona Russell (anna 
Chancellor), the deputy chief of the 
observation team.

supposedly their presence isn’t meant 
to affect the election process, only 
monitor it and report on any coercion 
or violence from either political party. 
unfortunately with the former President 
running with the majority of the vote 
from the bigger cities, the opposition 
has little chance of winning. Fiona 
then sees it as her personal mission to 
somehow allow another 10,000 voters 
from rural areas to register their vote.

Convinced that what she’s doing is 
in the name of fairness, Fiona later 
realises that she’s taken sides with who 
she believes to be the better choice of 
government and is no longer impartial. 
It’s here then that it becomes apparent 
that what’s being addressed isn’t how 
this West african country is handling 
its first democratic election. Instead, 
what’s being tackled is the idea that we 
know what’s best and our way is the 
right way. they can have their election 
just so long as they pick the party that 
we think will do the better job. In short, 
this is a deceptively powerful piece with 
a selection of incredibly convincing 
actors.

Phedre
National Theatre, 
London
Captioned by STAGETEXT
by Chris attewell-hughes

nICHolas Hytner’s take on Jean Ra-
cine’s classic Phèdre is a breath-taking 
sensation. With Helen Mirren playing the 
title character, there was little chance it 
would fail to appeal to a wide audience. 
top that with a treasure-trove of a cast 
and you’re on to a winner. 

the story itself follows the supposed 
disappearance of theseus (stanley 
townsend), Phèdre’s husband, and 
Phèdre’s unnatural desire for her step-
son, Hippolytus (Dominic Cooper). 

Mirren woefully lurches across the 
stage whereupon she breaks down 
and curses her illicit feelings. However, 
upon hearing of theseus’ death she is 
persuaded by her nurse, oenone (Mar-
garet tyzack), to pursue Hippolytus. 

Much of the play sees oenone por-
trayed as the villain for having misled 
her mistress, but tyzack is just far too 

lovable to play someone so apparently 
evil. I kept expecting her to crack a 
joke or give Phèdre a comical telling-
off. no such comedy ever arrived.

Mirren, on the other hand, plays the 
victim with such considerable emotion 
that she quite easily sets herself apart 
from the remaining cast. Fortunately 
for Dominic Cooper, he has a smoul-
dering intensity about him that sees 
him through. With an obvious distain 
for his stepmother combined with an 
unwavering seriousness for everything 
around him, it’s impossible not to fall 
for his shadowy charm.

With stanley townsend playing the-
seus, one could easily imagine him as 
having once been a great hero and 
colossal womanizer. It’s only when 
tragedy strikes and Hippolytus dies 
that townsend disappoints. He acts as 
though he might have received an an-
noyingly large phone bill. no one would 
ever suspect his son had fallen in battle 
against an unbeatable monster.

Poor reactions aside, the overall feel 
of the play is one of tension and subse-
quent satisfaction. Coupled with a glo-
rious marble stage set against a crys-
talline blue sky, this revival of Racine’s 
most wondrous works is able to bring 
mythical Greek tragedy to life.

by Chris attewell-hughes

stereotypes and ugly taboos.
sitting on her shoulder throughout is 

little alex, a plush miniaturisation of 
the real alex, but with twice the atti-
tude. as the embodiment of all of alex’s 
anger and fear, she’s constantly putting 
the real alex down. telling her she’s not 
funny and she’ll never make it, it’s this 
aspect of the play that makes us realise 
that her greatest fear is not being able 
to please her audience. she needn’t 
worry though.

It’s possible that It Hasn’t Happened 
yet mirrors Carr’s own life. If it was 
meant to then this petite comic has 
done a terrific job of bringing to light 
the hilarious journey she’s taken to be-
come one of britain’s least conventional 
stand-ups.

Next month: 
Grease, Sister Act and 

The Shawshank Redemption

Deaf arts programme ‘fulfilled creative aspirations’
an annual Deaf arts Festival, which 
presents a range of creative activities 
over the four-day period, has recently 
taken place at the Deaf Cultural Centre 
in birmingham.

led by Deaf arts network uK 
(DanuK) with co-ordinator lisa 
Davies taking charge, Creative Hands 
fulfilled its aspiration in presenting an 
inventive role for Deaf artists, pupils 
and visitors.

the Deaf Cultural Centre is a self-
funded organisation where d/Deaf 
people can “explore and celebrate Deaf 
Culture”. With the tagline ‘Celebrate, 

Participate, Create’, various events 
including meetings/conferences, 
exhibitions, festivals and experiences 
have taken place at this modern 
establishment.

a private exhibition was held on 
Wednesday 10 June showcasing pieces 
produced by Deaf designers. the works 
explored the themes of communication 
and showed how artists respond to 
this idea. Community Development 
manager Robin ash welcomed the 
visitors and gave a presentation 
regarding the Centre and Creative 
Hands project. the event served many 
beneficial purposes: to converse with 
the artists and meet new faces.

by Louise buglass In the corners were glass 
stands with various unusual, 
yet fascinating, sculptures 
produced by Deaf sculptors. 
one such sculpture was of an 
old-style hearing aid locked 
inside a cage, produced by 
artist linda bagnell, who 
explained that the piece 
represents her inability to 
hear when growing up and 
to emphasise her deafness. 

Influenced by artist 
Francisco Goya, linda, 
who believes in having a visual voice 
for the Deaf, aimed to evoke a feeling 
of isolation from the sculpture. 

“I feel that visual art is significant for 
the Deaf community as a means for 
exploring ideas” she said. 

Hanging on the walls were divine 
works produced by the likes of illustrator 
Iva Hay, contemporary artist olivier 
Jamin and multimedia artist sunny 
Channa, with every piece presenting 
a deep meaning. ‘Communication 
barriers’, produced by Iva Hay, portrays 
newspaper cuttings entwined in an 
acrylic painted knotted rope. Iva stated 
that “Deaf people have to ‘fight’ for any 
information they need and this barrier 
is represented in the knot.”

Creative workshops followed on the 
thursday and Friday where Deaf artists 
lead the full day with d/Deaf pupils from 
local schools in the West Midlands. the 
theme was ‘Masks’ and the children 
got stuck in making their colourful 
creations. 

a presentation took place underlying 

the historical, social, and cultural 
significance of masks.

saturday was celebrated with the visit 
from the pupils’ families, visitors and 
the exhibition of the created masks. 
the families were given an opportunity 
to produce a mask of their own. stalls 
were set up by Deaf artists to sell 
their work. a amateur photographer, 
simon Dalton, successfully sold two 
photography works that captured the 
stunning wintery scene and a pathway 
with towering trees on each side.

If you are a professional d/Deaf artist, 
sculptor, graphic designer, illustrator or 
even a photographer, why not consider 
exhibiting your work here next year? 
the DanuK supports both amateur 
and professional d/Deaf artists and 
guide them in their pathway. More 
information and contact details can be 
found on www.deafculturalcentre.com.

editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk

You’ve got to hand it to them: the DanUK team 
with the workshop pupils

ph
ot

o:
  C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 th

e 
n

at
io

na
l t

he
at

re



10 theatre hearing times   september 2009

Monday 28 September
19:30 The Black Album 
National Theatre (Cottesloe Theatre), 
London

Wednesday 30 September
19:30 The Pitmen Painters (National 
Theatre tour) 
Newcastle Theatre Royal, Newcastle-
Upon-Tyne
 
Thursday 1 October 2009
13:30 PM The Grain Store (Cap-
tioned by the RSC) 
RSC Courtyard Theatre, Stratford-
upon-Avon
14:00 The Caretaker (Captioned in-
house, supported by See a Voice) 
Liverpool Everyman, Liverpool
19:30 The Drunks (Captioned by the 
RSC), Courtyard Theatre, Stratford
19:45 It’s a Wonderful Life (Cap-
tioned in-house, Supported by See a 
Voice), New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich

Friday 2 October 
7:45 The Hypochondriac 
Richmond Theatre, Richmond

Saturday 3 October
14:00 Rutherford & Son (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Northern Stage, Newcastle upon Tyne
14:45 The Glass Menagerie 
Clwyd Theatr Cymru, Mold 
15:00 Judgment Day (Captioned in-
house, supported by See a Voice) 
Almeida Theatre, London 

Monday, 21 September 2009
19:30 Double Sentence (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London 

Tuesday 22 September
15:00 Double Sentence (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London 
19:30 Double Sentence (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London

Wednesday 23 September
19:30 2nd May 1997 (Captioned in-
house, supported by See a Voice) 
Bush Theatre, London

19:30 Double Sentence (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London

Thursday 24 September
19:30 Double Sentence (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London

Friday 25 September
19:30 Double Sentence (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London

Saturday 26 September
15:00 Double Sentence (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London
19:30 Double Sentence (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London

All of these performances are captioned by 
STAGETEXT unless otherwise stated

Tuesday 6 October
19:30 The Fastest Clock in The Uni-
verse, Hampstead Theatre, London 

Wednesday 7 October
14:00 A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(Captioned in-house, supported by 
See a Voice), Theatre By The Lake, 
Keswick 
19:30 Mother Courage and Her 
Children, National Theatre - Olivier 
Theatre, London 

Thursday 8 October
13:30 Kes (Captioned by The Touring 
Consortium) 
Liverpool Playhouse, Liverpool 

Saturday 10 October 
14:00 Kes (Captioned by The Touring 
Consortium) 
Liverpool Playhouse, Liverpool 
14:30 The Hypochondriac 
Theatre Royal, Brighton 

Tuesday 13 October
19:30 Judgment Day (Captioned in-
house, supported by See a Voice) 
Almeida Theatre, London 

Wednesday 14 October
19:30 Kes (Captioned by The Touring 
Consortium) 
Theatre Royal, Nottingham 
19:30 My Mother Said I Never 
Should 
Watford Palace Theatre, Watford 

Thursday 15 October
14:30 The Pitmen Painters (National 
Theatre tour) 
New Theatre, Cardiff 
19:30 Evita (Captioned in-house, sup-
ported by See a Voice) 
Birmingham Hippodrome, Birmingham

Saturday 17 October
14:00 The Sound of Music 
The Mayflower, Southampton 

‘What’s on’ guide
14:30 Dinner Ladies 
Lyceum Theatre, Sheffield
19:30 Never Forget 
Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff 

Wednesday 21 October
19:30 As You Like It (Captioned by 
RSC - 2009) 
Theatre Royal, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 

Thursday 22 October
19:30 Orphans (Captioned in-house, 
supported by See a Voice) 
Soho Theatre, London
19:30 The Sound of Music 
The Mayflower, Southampton 
19:45 The Hypochondriac 
Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, Guildford 

Friday 23 October
19:30 The Pitmen Painters (National 
Theatre tour) Milton Keynes Theatre, 
19:30 Days of Significance (Cap-
tioned by the RSC) 
Northern Stage, Newcastle upon Tyne 
19:45 The Caucasian Chalk Circle 
Richmond Theatre, Richmond 

Saturday 24 October
14:30 Pygmalion 
Clwyd Theatr Cymru, Mold 
19:30 Porgy and Bess 
Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff

Monday 26 October
7:30 Breakfast At Tiffany’s 
Theatre Royal Haymarket, London

Tuesday 27 October
7:00 Porgy and Bess 
Royal Festival Hall, London
7:30 The Glass Menagerie 
Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Aberystwyth
7:30 Grease 
Piccadilly Theatre, London

Wednesday 28 October
7:30 If There Is, I Haven’t Found 
It Yet (Captioned in-house, supported 
by See a Voice) Bush Theatre, London
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My story of going deaf: my saviour implant

My next appointment was at the end 
of May. This was to one of several with 
Terry Nunn, who tested my hearing by 
several methods, including very cold 
water. Also, I met Sheena who tested 
my ability to lip-read and hear sen-
tences on a computerised television, 
and then I met Sandra. 

Again, I found that here were 
people, part of the team, willing me 
on and dedicated to the implant pro-
gramme with a very caring attitude. 
During the next few months, I had 
blood tests and sent in my audiogram 
results from my specialist.

The next piece of good fortune was 
for an email from Link saying they had 
funding from my primary care trust to 
go to Eastbourne with my wife on a 
week’s course.

One Sunday in March 2007, we set 
off on a new journey to Eastbourne. 
This was to change our lives complete-
ly, especially my wife, and take all the 
emotions, strain, unanswered ques-
tions, information on being APHL and 
bring us into a new society of friends 
that were all deafened..

That evening we went to dinner. 
There sat nine people, all quiet, look-
ing glum and saddened. I sat down 

next to a young man; I could not help 
but notice that he was having difficul-
ties in eating. He leaned across and 
said: “My name is Paul. Do you drive?” 
I answered: “Yes. Do you?” He replied: 
“No I am too frightened”, and contin-
ued eating.

In our conference room next morn-
ing we met Jenny Knight, Link’s 
programme manager. Then Janet 
Sanderson, from Rotherham, stepped 
up and spoke for about how she lost 
her hearing, lost her job, nearly her 
husband, her friends and that she had 
nowhere to turn to or get help.

It was very emotional and I don’t 
mind admitting that, after all my life, 
which has been exciting, travelling all 
over the world, and fraught in the last 
years with sadness, I cried and won-
dered whether I could do it. 

We finished for lunch and I went to 
our room upset and crying, silly for a 
man of 60, but I suppose all my anger, 
frustration emotions were bought to 
the front, especially as on the Friday, 
I was told I was going to be made re-
dundant from the charity I worked for.

I went to the beach crying and 
thinking this is the end for me, I can-
not go on. There were some blue peb-
bles shining away in the faint sunlight 
among the black clouds. Somehow it 
was as if a voice said to me: ”Colin, 
see those blue stones? They represent 
disabled people. In front of you is a 
perfect round stone: pick it up.” 

So I did. The voice said: ”See this 
stone; it is perfect like your life, full 
and complete. Now turn it over.” This 
I did and noticed two chips. The voice 
said: “See those chips; they represent 
loosing your son and you being dis-
abled by losing your hearing. Go forth 
and help all those other disabled that 
need help.” I had been called.

I immediately went back to my room 

and kissed my wife. Dried my eyes 
and she asked if I was OK. To which 
I replied “Yes”, took a swig of whisky 
and went on. 

The course was fantastic and it 
taught me that I was not alone and 
we met new people and friends. One 
afternoon, my wife was in a session 
“wearing equipment”, intended to 
show what my life entailed being deaf-
ened and the difficulties encountered 
in communication and discrimination. 

They also spoke about the various 
methods of cochlear implants and how 
they helped. I was to learn later that 
my tutor had a cochlear implant eight 
years previously in St Thomas’. At last, 
I had found help and maybe life was 
about to get better

In March, I saw Sheena for more 
ABR (auditory brainstem response) 
tests and again Sandra. I was then 
told that I was on the programme and 
I received a letter to come along to an 
introductory day and meet everyone. 
Imagine our surprise that so many 
were there. One thing I have learnt 
from being at Link and meeting deaf-
ened people is we learn very quickly 
from each other to make things better 
for us in the forthcoming treatments.

Eventually, the day came and we 
travelled to Guy’s with optimism. I 
was welcomed into the ward and I was 
fortunate to get a bed near the win-
dow looking out over Tower Bridge and 
Canary Wharf. 

What you do notice is the ward is 
spotlessly clean. Also, the staff are 
friendly, courteous and obliging, es-
pecially when you show your sign to 
everyone visiting your bed. Sheena 
came up to see me and Julian just for 
final checks. You are taken into a side 
room and your ears are cleaned out. 
I was told: “Mr Fitzgerald O’Connor 
loves clean ears.” 

I went down at 12.00 with Tom 
Grant, the staff nurse who became 
a friend. It was 12.30, so the mask 
went on and you are in their hands. I 
eventually woke and noticed the clock 
saying 15.30, still dazed and under 
sedation. It took 45 minutes to come 
round and I was wheeled back to the 
ward. My wife was there to see me: a 
wounded soldier with a great big ban-
dage around my head.

Although you are allowed painkill-
ers, you get funny sensations, with 
the tinnitus getting louder then softer. 
Obviously, your ear and surrounding 
area is very sore and, once you get 
some sleep, it disappears, although it 
seemed a long night.

So now I was fitted with a cochlear 
implant was my life any better? Hav-
ing the transmitter fitted was the first 
stage. I was given tests to hear noises 
or see faces on a TV screen, month by 
month I improved and slowly gained 
my confidence to rejoin society and be 
human again. This despite coming up 
with discrimination suffered in many 
organisations I had come across.

I sent an application to be an out-
reach volunteer and help others who 
have lost their hearing. I was asked 
to go to Scotland where I went on a 
three-day course with others. It was 
the first time I had travelled alone for 
four years. 

But seeing others and using all my 
skills, I passed the tests. So now I am 
an outreach volunteer in the Thames 
Valley, helping people who suffer this 
hidden disability, fund-raising and talk-
ing to all the organisations. 

So if you read this and have lost 
your hearing, do not know where to 
turn, just contact HearingConcern Link 
at: 19 Hatfield Road, Eastbourne, East 
Sussex BN21 2AR, or email: info@
hearingconcernlinkdp.org.

this is the second 
of a two-part 
series written 
by profoundly 
deaf Colin 
ellis telling his 
uplifting story of 
progressing from social isolation 
and depression to the re-awakening 
of his life through having a cochlear 
implant. this week, Colin describes 
his operation and the turnaround it 
brought to his disability.

The ‘Eternal City’ depicted in films and books
part 2 of William Jeremy’s travelogue 
of the italian capital, rome

The late actor and all-round Renais-
sance-style polymath Peter Ustinov 
used to remark that the Americans 
were very good at making Hollywood 
movies about the Romans – they un-
derstood the ancient Roman mentality. 

Thus it is fitting that Ustinov stars 
in two of my recommended films. 
Spartacus (1960) tells the story of the 
slave revolt led by Kirk Douglas as the 
eponymous hero pitted against the 
might of Rome’s legions led by Cras-
sus, played magisterially by Laurence 
Olivier. Ustinov plays the weaselly 
slave auctioneer (a memorable line 
is “Why me? I am more civilian than 
most civilians”) who ends up help-
ing to save Spartacus’ love interest, 
played by Jean Simmons, by smug-
gling her out of the city 

In Quo Vadis (1951), the story of 
the rise and spread of Christianity 
from Judea to the gates of Rome is 
told, set against the background of 
the persecution of the Christians by 
Emperor Nero. Peter Ustinov plays 
the murderous emperor with maniacal 
glee and much rolling of eyes.  

On a lighter, and much less epic 
note, Roman Holiday (1953) has two 

leading Hollywood stars of their day 
– Gregory Peck and Audrey Hepburn 
– having the time of their lives in 
1950s Rome and duly falling in love.  
Scooters and ice cream abound, which 
predates some of the famous scenes 
in La Dolce Vita (1960) when Swed-
ish actress Anita Ekberg took a fully-
clothed but very suggestive dip in the 
Trevi Fountain (pictured above). 

The Shoes of the Fisherman (1968) 

is a film adaptation of a Morris West 
novel that imagines the election of an 
eastern European pope a full decade 
before it happened, played by the late 
Anthony Quinn, famous for his role as 
Zorba the Greek. Quinn’s character 
tries to mediate between Russia and 
the US during the Cold War and has a 
penchant for going among the people 
of Rome disguised as a parish priest.  
He has difficulty coming to terms with 
modern life after years in a Siberian 
gulag in the Soviet Union.  

If the reader is looking for an insight 
into the political, social and familial 
workings of ancient Rome, the two 
Roberts – Harris and Graves – pro-
vide that in abundance. In Imperium, 
Robert Harris, political journalist 
turned novelist, tells the story of the 
young lawyer Marcus Cicero who rose 
to greatness in the dying years of the 
Roman republic as one of the fin-
est orators the world had ever seen.  
Harris writes a thriller at once capti-
vating and colourful and evokes the 
very smell of the city as he paints the 
portrait of political lives in dangerous 
times.  

Robert Graves (1895-1985) devel-
ops similar themes in his much earlier 
work. Classical scholar, poet and writer 
of great renown, Graves sets his novel 

during the high point of the Roman 
imperial adventure and the extraordi-
nary story of the unlikeliest of em-
perors – Claudius. A scholar, librarian 
and writer, he is part of the imperial 
Julian family and is a chronicler of the 
family goings-on. Murder, intrigue and 
lust for power form the driving narra-
tive, with Claudius’s grandmother Livia 
emerging as the most ruthless of them 
all, manipulating the players through 
guile, charm and deadly poison. The 
BBC turned I Claudius into a celebrat-
ed TV serial, starring the brightest of 
British stage and screen; Derek Jacobi 
as Claudius, Sian Phillips as Livia and 
Brian Blessed as the Emperor Caesar 
Augustus leading the cast.  

Lyndsey Davis’ Falco is a private 
detective in late-Empire Rome with 
a line in world-weary scepticism and 
a complicated emotional life. Davis’s 
series paints a vivid picture with her 
hero constantly fighting Roman bu-
reaucracy and his prospective in-laws. 
His adventures takes the reader into 
the heart of the uncivilised aspect of 
the Rome of the Emperor Vespasian, 
where slaves are downtrodden, life is 
cheap and business of any sort cor-
rupt. Falco does his best to remain 
above the stench whilst wooing his 
love - the aristocratic Helena Justina.
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Jungle Queen Esther joins a galaxy of stars 
to honour Hearing Dogs of the Year 2009
TV personaliTy esther rantzen will 
be joining a host of stars to honour 
hearing dogs who have made a real 
difference in their recipient’s life.

The sixth annual Hearing Dog of the 
year awards will be held at the beauti-
ful and historic Vintners Hall in london 
on 9 october. The awards celebrate 
the work of hearing dogs across the 
country, and the dogs are nominated 
by their deaf owners.  

There are three categories for which 
working hearing dogs are nominated:
n rescue Hearing Dog: For dogs which 
were selected from a rescue or rehom-
ing centre – former strays, abandoned 
pups or unwanted pets that were 
gifted in to rescue centres. 
n Heroic Hearing Dog: any situations 
where the hearing dog has either 
saved the recipient’s life or someone 
else’s; acted above and beyond the 
call of duty; or potentially averted a 
tricky or dangerous situation.

n life-Changing: This is a very per-
sonal experience for the deaf person, 
to think about what their life was like 
before they had their hearing dog and 
how that hearing dog has impacted on 
their life. 

each of the three categories is being 
judged by a 
celebrity, who 
has been given 
a short list de-
cided by Hear-
ing Dogs staff, 
from which 
they have to 
choose a win-
ner and two 
runners-up.

The rescue 
category is 
being judged 
by Eastenders’ 
star pam st 
Clement; the 

Heroic category is being judged by 
anton du Beke from BBC’s Strictly 
Come Dancing; and the life-Changing 
category is being judged by Martin 
Clunes from iTV’s Doc Martin.

Guests at the evening will be able 
to see short films about the three 

finalists in each 
category before 
the winner is an-
nounced. along-
side this, there  
will be an opportu-
nity for the guests  
to take part in a 
raffle and a silent 
auction.
in addition to the 
presentation of 
the Hearing Dog of 
the year awards, 
there will be the 
announcement 
of the annual 

Volunteer of the year award winner, 
with the presentation being made by 
TV celebrity esther rantzen, who will 
present the award in honour of her 
late husband Desmond Wilcox.

staff and other volunteers nominate 
those who they think have had a big 
impact on Hearing Dogs, whether it be 
through fundraising, puppy socialising, 
giving talks or general help.

Tickets for the event are available 
for £200 per ticket or £2,000 for a 
table of ten. There is also an oppor-
tunity for organisations to sponsor 
one of the awards, a table or even the 
event itself.

For further information about the 
awards, please contact Jenny Moir on 
01844 348108 or email jenny.moir@
hearingdogs.org.uk. For ticket or 
sponsorship enquiries, contact alice 
paine on 01844 348135 or email  
alice.paine@hearingdogs.org.uk.top of the pups: last year’s winners receive 

their awards from tV favourite esther rantzen

An open letter to my daughter, Issy Mostyn-Thomas

the melissa 
mostyn-thomas column

mummy, Daddy and baby share a tender  
family moment

the new arrival in her favourite dress

Dear issy,
i wonder how old you’ll be by the 

time you read this letter. a stroppy 
teenager, shrugging this off with a 
nonchalant ‘Whatever’? a bespec-
tacled thirtysomething, stumbling 
across it in the attic? Who knows? 
Discovery notwithstanding, i want 
you to know that as a CoDa, you 
were exposed to the kind of dangers 
at birth that could have been avoided 
had a vital mistake not been made by 
the people in your care. 

Much significance is attached to 
your birth, for many reasons. you 
were born in what was once my 
childhood bedroom, the day after 
the anniversary of your grandfather’s 
death. you were conceived a week 
after i made my sign-song video of 
yellow as a wedding present to your 
dad.

The instant I first saw you, you had 
already fulfilled our dreams: an elfin 
appearance, porcelain-smooth skin, 
and a full head of hair percolating 
like hot coffee. Unfortunately, as the 
second-stage contractions came (not 
in waves, but tsunami!) in prepara-
tion - accompanied by gas and air - 
your arrival had already been marred 
by circumstances beyond my control. 

The night i visited the labour ward 
about my ‘spotting’, i was sent home, 
despite my misgivings. Upon arrival 
with your grandmother, i gave the 
nurse a list of on-call slis to contact 
(the local primary Care Trust would 
only pay if the hospital initiated the 
call). 

“not yet,” said the nurse, once 
she’d monitored your foetal heart-
beat and my contractions, “too early.” 
That comment, which she repeated 
throughout, triggered reverberations 
linked to your birth that i deeply wish 
had never happened. Unfortunately, 
communication with her was difficult 
(your grandmother was no trained 

sli, despite her support). 
at this point i was 1cm dilated and 

contractions were 3-4 minutes apart. 
ante-natal training suggested that if 
they were less than 5 minutes apart, 
i should stay in the ward. This i tried 
to do, but didn’t have the confidence 
to insist on it. How could i, when 
i couldn’t even make out what the 
nurse was trying to say in response? 
not until weeks afterwards did i learn 
that upon leaving the hospital, that 
dilation had doubled in size. 

Had i known that night, i would 
have texted your dad straightaway. He 
was completing a last-minute teaching 
assignment 50 miles away in london 
and desperately wanted to witness 
your birth. But he couldn’t drive, so 
needed a few hours’ advance notice 
to organise an emergency lift home 
(there were no aylesbury-bound trains 
in the small hours, after all). 

Granted, your delivery was unusu-
ally fast. My waters broke at 3am, you 
came at 4.20. you were one of the two 
first babies in the locality to come that 
quickly in one night. against the hos-
pital’s advice to drive me back, your 
grandmother insisted on an ambulance 
for a home delivery – narrowly missing 
you also becoming the other first baby 
to be born on the road. 

near-panic gripped Granny like 
never before. she had never deliv-
ered a baby before, and was glued 
to the phone throughout – to the 
hospital, the ambulance, the com-
munity midwives. she had no time to 
text your dad the come-over, which 
was a shame as he would have sold 
the world for your birth if he could. 
instead, it fell to me to notify him the 
moment my waters broke (i don’t 
know how i managed that, the con-
tractions had consumed me so much), 
ensuring that he saw you an hour too 
late.

Granny also missed the birth - by 
minutes. she’d waited outside the 
house in desperation for a community 
midwife who eventually came from 
half-an-hour away (midwives were in 
shortage that night). Meanwhile i got 
on with it, dejected that your birth 
was being witnessed by two ambu-
lance men. no Daddy, no Granny, no 
midwife, and certainly no sli. i have 
never felt elation and disappointment 
at the same time before. 

More was to come. The first time I 
saw you, my heart skipped a beat - 
and in a nanosecond, it stopped again. 
lying on my tummy, you seemed al-
most lifeless. swallowing hard, i tried 
coaxing you with encouraging words of 
love – and at that point, the midwife 
rushed in. 

you were given oxygen and sent by 
ambulance to hospital, followed by 
me. Thankfully, the next time i saw 
you – warmed up and wrapped in 
tinfoil like a Christmas present – you 
were a belter and had turned reas-
suringly pink as a result. 

12 hours later, you suffered a fit 
and had to stay in hospital for nearly 
three weeks. of course, the experi-
ence came with a whole plethora of 
deaf-related issues that we had to 
deal with, but that is another story, 
and more importantly, you are now 
well again and thriving on breastmilk.

nevertheless, the cause of your 
illness remains unknown, because 
you were born at home, and the 
one medical professional who should 
have recorded it – the community 
midwife – didn’t come in time. This 
should have never been allowed to 
happen. i knew what my gut feeling 
was telling me in the labour ward, 
but no-one would listen, and the lack 
of a sli made the situation worse. 
Whether the outcome would change 
with a sli, of course, i cannot say 
– childbirth never goes according 
to plan – but at least i would have 
made a more informed decision. 

i do not want to point blame’s 
finger at anyone, of course; I dislike 
vindictiveness. your birth was the 
first time the hospital had worked 
with a deaf mother-to-be, and the 
risks that materialised made them 
realise the value of addressing 
communication issues properly first 
before anything else. 

all i can say now is, thank God 
they have now taken it all on board 
and apologised. 

With lots of love,
                            Mummy xxx     

n Melissa’s regular arts column will 
return next month
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Peffers claims 
silver in 400m
DUNBAR darling Lauren Peffers clinched 
Great Britain’s first silver medal in a 
nail-biting finish with Belarusian Tsiar-
entsyeva.

The previous day, Peffers had 
smashed the world record for the 400m 
event by over half a second.

Her new time of 56.12 seconds 
thrashed the previous score of 56.67 
seconds, but the 21 year-old still had 
enough steam to put up a strong fight 
in the final.

In a near photo-finish, Peffers was 
just pipped to the post by Belarus’ 
Tsiarentsyeva, who helped her coun-
try climb up to 5th place in the overall 
medals table.

Undeterred, Peffers will go on to de-
fend her 800m title on Saturday 12 

September.
The girls certainly outdid the men on 

the track as John Ruddy and Nelson 
Bolumbo both only managed to finish 
in 7th place in the 100m semi-finals. 
Both sprinters went on to try for bet-
ter things in the 200m event on the 11 
September.

Elsewhere, Joanne Davison and Be-
than Lishman were both in the final of 
the Women’s Discus event, but the spe-
cialist hammer throwers did not prog-
ress beyond the first stage. They will 
join Beth Shaw on 11 September in the 
Women’s Hammer Final where medals 
may well be up for grabs.

Check out our website www.hearing-
times.co.uk to see how the athletics 
team do. adding to the silverware: Lauren peffers, left,  claims the first silver medal for team gb

Hardwick given team 
flag-flying honour 
A VETERAN deaflympian was bestowed 
with the honour of leading the British 
team out at the games’ opening cer-
emony.

Andrea Hardwick, 42, who is compet-
ing in her sixth Deaflympic Games, was 
chosen to carry the flag for her dedica-
tion to British sport.

Hardwick first represented Great Brit-
ain as a swimmer in 1981, aged just 
14.

She changed to Badminton in 1989, 
and immediately won a gold medal i 
the Women’s Doubles, as well as silver 
medals in the Mixed Doubles and Team 
events.

Hardwick has contrinued to be a key 
member of the badminton squad, rep-
resenting her country again in 1993, 
2001 and 2009.

Speaking ahead of the opening cere-
mony on 5 September, hardwick admit-
ted it was an emotional moment when 
she found she had been chosen.

“I’m filled with pride,” she said in an 
official statement.

“I can remember back to when I 
was the baby of the team in Cologne 
in 1981 and now here I am, 28 years 
later, about to carry the flag.

“It will be a very happy occasion for 
me.”

Team GB Badminton Manager Janet 
Thompson said that Andrea truly de-
served the honour.

“The badminton staff nominated her 
as she has given so much to badminton 
and British sport for so long.

“Andrea absolutely deserves this 
honour.”

A further honour was bestowed upon 
the British team, as another veteran 
was among the final athletes to carry 
the torch into the ceremony.

Rajeev Bagga was the final athlete to 
carry the flame in front of a full-capaci-
ty crowd in the Taipei Stadium.

The ‘Deaflympian of the Century’ is 
hoping to secure his sixth consecutive 
gold medal in Badminton, a world re-
cord.

editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk
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Like fish to water: the gb swimming team 
have made a real splash in taipei, hav-
ing already scooped two brzone med-
als, thanks to 16 year-old hannah Fitton 
(third  from right). Coach Vincent Dickson 
described hannah’s performance as 
‘fantastic.”  “not only did hannah grab the 
bronze, she knocked a whole four seconds 
off her personal best. What a fantastic 
performance - i’m so proud.” hannah, who 
was born in scunthorpe but is now from 
Wisconsin, Usa, was only called up to the 
squad when her father emailed Dickson 
his daughter’s pb (personal best) times on 
the off chance. 

Keep up with all 
the action online! 

Hearing Times 
has full coverage of 

the games at
hearingtimes.o.uk 

updated daily from 
UK Deaf Sport.

Don’t forget 
to pick up 

next month’s 
newspaper to get 
a full round-up 
of all the action 

from the games, as 
well as exclusive 
interviews and 

photos.
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God save deaf sports
A d/Deaf person lacks the ability to 
hear. Does that stop this person from 
finding ways to communicate with 
people? A d/Deaf UK athlete lacks 
£3000 in order to play in the Deaflympic 
Games in Taipei. Again, would that stop 
athletes from finding ways to raise that 
money? I believe not. When it comes to 
something you truly desire, would you 
not be without passion to achieve it?

With the second oldest multi-
disciplined and international sporting 
festival rapidly nearing, there has 
been constant dispute with  the UK 
Government regarding their refusal to 
provide any funding. In the last few 
months, numerous Deaflympians have 
struggled to raise a staggering £3000 
to play their role, and some even had to 
pay out their own money, whilst others 
resorted to bank loans. It has been 
claimed that the government insisted 
that the Deaflympics would receive 
funding and has now gone back on its 
word, resulting in “being asked to take 
five steps back when it should’ve been 
one step forward,” says PR/Fundraising 
Officer for GB Male Football, Martine 
Laverty.

It is indeed also a body blow to  discover 
that the government has diverted the 
funding towards the London Olympics 
2012. This has created uproar amongst 
the Deaflympians and the public, as well 
as among the d/Deaf people because 
this “points to discrimination”, according 
to UK Deaf Sports (UKDS) Secretary 
Josef Baines. In other words, this 
plainly tells us that we cannot always 
rely on the government’s support. 
Campaigning against the government’s 
decision is proving to be of no use. It is 
now evidently obvious that we have to 
stand on our own two feet.

Unenthusiastic feedback and “it’s 
disgraceful” are shared on this matter 
by all, which comes as no surprise.  
As Laverty argued, “why should 
Deaflympians be swept under the 
carpet like they’re not important?” 

With “Deaf sport [being] the lynchpin 
of the Deaf communities” as Great 
Britain (GB) Deaf footballer Chris Beech 
says, this is having an impact on us 
all – it’s about time we stop focusing 
on the unfair betrayal and realise this 
as an opportunity for athletes and us 
supporters to wake up and get to work. 
It is sadly not the time for focusing 
on the training and the excitement, 
but igniting  anger and determination 
within the Deaflympics .

“You have to learn the rules of the 
game. And then you have to play better 
than anyone else” - Albert Einstein

The government’s money is not the 
only golden ticket to playing in the 
Deaflympics as there ARE other ways 
of gaining that ticket by facing many 
challenges. Taking a leaf out of great 
achievers’ books, international Deaf 
films festivals, Deaf Art and Deaf 
schools have determinately achieved 
their aspirations through sponsorships. 
I personally applaud the Billy Elliot film, 
because like Deaflympians, the main 
actor struggled to achieve his dream of 
going to an expensive ballet soon. With 
the money given to him by those who 
supported him, nothing was impossible 
to achieve.

GB Deaf footballer Harry Allen 
believes that “all athletes should be 
able to contribute some of their money 
towards the Deaflympics” whilst other 
footballers, Chris Beech and Steven 
Gardner, have rolled up their sleeves 
by holding social events, particularly 
quiz nights. The events proved to be 

successful where supporters including 
family, friends, work colleagues and the 
Deaf community donated their money to 
participate and ended up having a ball! 
As the Peruvian proverb goes, “little by 
little one walks far”. Winner of the Fun 
Games event Elin Williams stated “the 
event was worthwhile because not only 
was Chris raising money, it was so much 
fun. It also made people more aware 
about GB football and the funding.” The 
GB football team are currently selling 
calendars with the team renacting The 
Calendar Girls! All the money raised 
goes towards the GB Deaf Football 
account.

Those who could not raise the £3000 
should consider more fundraising 
opportunities including  online 
donations, summer raffles, cake sales 
(I’m sure there’s a Nigella Lawson 

wannabe amongst the Deaflympians!), 
discos, sponsored sporting events 
and even a sponsored silence! With 
the credit crunch today, these are an 
effective way to fundraise and  have fun 
for athletes, families and their friends.

If this Deaflympics is successful, it 
will be a momentous triumph in Deaf 
history. To promote Deaf culture, Deaf 
Sports and the ambitions of our deaf 
communities to the world with or without 
the government’s support,  will be a 
“celebration of equality and diversity” 
as Baines says. Should a British flag 
have the honour of being hung in the 
stadium of the Deaflympics? “It should 
be the UKDS flag” says Director of Deaf 
UK Athletes and Team Manager of GB 
& North Ireland teams Brian Kokoruwe, 
or better yet, “God Save Deaf Sports”, 
not “God Save the Queen”.

by Louise buglass

Worth every penny: some of the team gb athletes celebrate making it to taipei 

UKDS founder appointed as 
head of international sports 

THE FOUNDER of UK Deaf Sport has 
been announced as the new head of 
International Deaf Sports.

Craig Crowley, a former Deaflympian, 
was elected at the International Com-
mittee for Sports for the Deaf (ICSD) 
on the eve of the 21st Deaflympic 
Games, currently taking place in Tai-
pei, Taiwan.

Crowley will take up his new position 
once the games have finished on the 
15th September.

Speaking immediately after his ap-
pointment, Crowley said that he was 
‘delighted’ to have been considered for 
the position.

“It is an absolute pleasure to be elect-
ed President of ICSD. I am delighted 
that ICDS Congress has put their faith 
in me to pursue my campaign mani-

festo, which emphasised the need for 
greater co-operation with national and 
international sporting bodies.

“We are seeing here in taipei that the 
Deaflympics is increasingly becoming a 
major sporting event.

“My aim is to build a better future for 
Deaf sport through positive partner-
ships with all Deaf sportrs federations 
throughout the world as well as devel-
oping further diplomatice relations with 
IOC and IPC (International Olympic and 
Paralympic Committees).”

Derek Simmons, Honorary president 
of UKDS, added that everyone is ‘tre-
mendously proud’ of Crowley for his 
achievement.

“All of us at UKDS are tremendously 
proud that Craig has been elected to 
this major role. 

“It means that the vision of Deaf sport 
formed in the UK will be rbough to the 
top table of Deaf sport worldwide.”

Crowley will combine his role of ICSD 
President with his positionas Chief Ex-
ecutive of Action Deafness, an East-
Midlands-based charity providing ser-
vices for the Deaf, deafened and hard 
of hearing people.

Crowley addressing the team in taipei
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For more news from the 

Deaflympics or to submit 

your story visit our website 

www.hearingtimes.co.uk



Athletics games may 
be staged more often
Seán A. Curran,  
Deaf sport development officer,  
Federation of Disability Sports  
Organisations

Organisers of the Deaf athletics 
championships this year invited along 
top scouts and talent-spotters to their 
games, held in Doncaster.

The games were staged by the 
Federation of Disability sports Organis-
ations (FDsO) at the city’s Keepmoat 
stadium on 26 June. 

eleven mainstream and Deaf schools 
came together from all over Yorkshire 
and Humberside for this fun-filled 
annual event.  

Throughout the day, children 
competed in all the usual athletic events 
ranging from the long jump to the 100 
metre sprint. All were officiated formally 
with the assistance of interpreters so 
that communication was fully accessible 
for each of the competitors.  

We were fortunate to have Brian 
Kokoruwe, the director of Deaf UK 
athletics (DUKa) in attendance who had 

come down to talent-spot any potential 
future stars in the making. some of 
the children had those initial skills and 
were identified by Brian.

From this the FDsO aim to contact 
each of the schools that these children 
attend and liaise with the teachers to 
signpost these children and families 
if they are wishing to access further 
training and fulfil their potential.

The day was a resounding success 
and lots of fun was had by all involved. 
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Thrilling finish to go-kart competition
The newly established Yorkshire Deaf 
Karting Team (YDKT) came within a 
point of causing an upset against more 
experienced rivals at a Deaf go-kart 
competition.

The high-speed clash with hull Deaf 
Karting Team (hDKT) was organised by 
Yorkshire Deaf Karting Team (YDKT), 
lead by Lee robinson at Thorp arch 
raceway in Wetherby on sunday 19 
July.

This competition is set to be the 
first of many for the YDKT, as it aims 
to emulate the achievements of hDKT, 
which has been established for over 
ten years and which is led by Chris 
“heppy” heppenstall, the team leader 
for the england Deaf Karting Team. 
Throughout this time, they have 
competed all over the UK, scotland and 
northern ireland. 

Twelve drivers turned up on the day, 
formed into two teams of six each, with 
a mixture of male and female drivers. 
There was a good turn-out of spectators 
and supporters cheering them on from 
the sidelines. 

The Deaf led TV programme Wicked, 
was invited to film the competition and 
interview the team leaders to encourage 
more Deaf people to get involved in 
motor sports. 

But, at the end of the day, hDKT won 
by 1 point, not bad for the new YDKT!  

Lee robinson would like to make this 
a regular event, to welcome new drivers 
who live in the Yorkshire area.

The feedback from the teachers, BsL 
interpreters, deaf volunteers and the 
participants was extremely positive. 
everyone felt that communication 
had been concise and clear all day by 
everyone involved and how vital this 
was to the success of the event. 

all concerned expressed the view that 
the championship should be more than 
once a year with some additional heats 
before the final event itself, which will 
be considered before next year’s event.  

Yorks sports 
chiefs stage  
18-hole golf 
championship
gOLF convenor Conal grant from 
York shire Deaf sports Council (YDsC) 
organised the first YDSC 18-hole 
championship at standhill golf and 
Country Club in Barnsley over the 
summer. 

The event, staged on saturday 27 
June, was organised with the support 
of the Federation of Disability sports 
Organisations. 

standhill is a stunning course with 
lovely views. There were 14 deaf 
amateur golf players from Yorkshire 
and humberside taking part, including 
Martin anderson, a young player from 
Pocklington, from the east riding of 
Yorkshire, who is the no1 player for the 
english Deaf golf association (eDga).

The players were split into four teams 
of 2x4 players and 2x3 players.  each 
team teed off at 10.30am onward 
following the schedule of play. 

 The competition was very challenging 
for some of the players who have never 
played golf at this standard, or who 
have not played for years.

The weather was very hot and humid, 
making it difficult for the players to play 
on the day. 

This was a great experience for all the 
players and a very successful turnout 
too. at the end of the competition, there 
was a dinner and prize giving ceremony 
for the players.

the under-15 boys 100m race gets underway at the Keepmoat stadium in Doncaster

Close encounters: drivers at the thorp Arch 
raceway and on the winners’ podium
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east Yorkshire (hDKt)  11 points
West Yorkshire (YDKt)  10 points
 
1st Steve edwards (hDKt)  6 points
2nd maaris puce (YDKt)  5 points
3rd Christopher parr (YDKt)  4 points
4th mark Dobson (hDKt)  3 points
5th paul harrison (hDKt)  2 points
6th Lee robertson (YDKt)           1 point  

reSULtS
1st   martin Anderson (39 points)
2nd   A. greenway (38 points)
3rd   r. holden (32 points)

hearing times brings you all the news from the Deaflympics 2009 in taiwan
THE 21st Deaflympics 
summer games kicked off 
in style on 5 september and 
over 80 athletes flew out to 
represent great Britain in 

over a dozen events.
To show our support to the 

athletes, hearing Times has 
teamed up with UK Deaf 
sport to provide full coverage 

of the games for you.
in this month’s issue we 

bring you coverage of the 
opening ceremony, breaking 
news from the games, as well 

as great Britain’s successes 
up until 11 september. Check 
back next month for the full 
results from the games!

go Team gB!
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